In Her Dream
Participants: 

* Five dancers: Eleanor Sikorski, Sarah Louise Kristiansen and three others. 
* Two musicians : Zosia Jagodzinska https://soundcloud.com/zosiamusic, 

and Jeunghyun Choi
Stage setting: 
* A: Group dance, musician a (cellist)

Props: 1 table, 5, light-weight moveable chairs, dozens of candles on decorative candle holders, plates, cutleries

* B: Solo dance, musician b (a vocalist who also is a drummer) 

Installation: A round curtain from a ceiling touching the floor of the stage
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Structure: 

* Part 1: Mime dance to a cellist’s play;  A cellist plays improvisational music according to a recording given by the artists. The recording consists of different sources of music & sound recordings. 
1. Five dancers are sitting and talking, enjoying dinner when the play starts. (almost? mime dance)

2. The choreography focuses on each dancer’s character and the dancers’ age differences. Movement flows while the dancers are standing, using chairs as props, whereas the movement is focused on the upper bodies when the dancers are sitting.  

3. Table/candles become a centre of movement while creating ritual atmosphere. 

4. Throughout part 1, one person finds herself isolated from the others, and slowly leaves the stage. 

* Part II: A drum plays improvisational music according to a recording given by the artist. 

1. After one dancer leaves stage A, she enters stage B, walks into the middle of curtain, then her movement is exaggerated by a silhouette made by a lighting effect. 

2. The music is more intense than in part I, both a musician and a dancer plays an instrument and dance in an intimate relation, while Stage A is acting a dinner scene at the same time. 

3. A dancer comes out from behind a curtain, and starts to sing and dance according to a drum playing (with a transformed style of Korean folk dance/music). A dancer sings a sentence ‘it was not a person I killed but it was a beast’. 

End. 

Performance duration: Around 20 mins.  

Content/ background of the performance:

For this performance I work with archive images of Korean women’s movement from the 1960s and the 1990s. My research focuses on images of female demonstrators, who were found on the front line of demonstrations resisting patriarchal society and insisting on reforms of the law.  Their gestures are translated and altered into contemporary dance movement. 

Dancers are to dance, speak, sing and scream according to each scene and during the performance. 

This structure of two stages has been built based on the real story of a woman, J who was sexually abused when she was nine years old but threatened to keep it a secret. After 21 years she killed the abuser. She decided to execute him herself, since current Korean law would neither punish him nor protect her. J’s story provoked women’s movement action in the 1990s and led to the establishing of a law against sexual violence in Korea. This narrative inspired the structure of the performance, such as-  Part I: J’s mundane life vs Part II: J’s psychological life. 

The performance focuses on non-linguistic, emotional expressions drawn out of musical and dance elements. 

It is based on inter-cultural, interdisciplinary ( dance, music, installation and acting) sensibilities naturally formed by the music and movement. 

I deliberately combine baroque elements ( both visually and contextually)  and Korean music/ dance style ( 구음 살풀이노래 및 춤, 강강술래)  in order to create the unique aesthetics of the performance, which is the most crucial part of the piece. 

Reference for the participants (dancers, musicians) 

Music:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ss_elKaEhnw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=260mmLFrhQk
Dance: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubRo6V4aUc8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6D73WBzzEG4
In Her Dream – STUDIO

1. Video screening : Inside a partitioned space

2. Installation: Two pillar structure
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