
I t is great to be back in 
Moscow after a lot of 
miles and some great 

cities. The new stadiums of 
Nizhny Novgorod, 
Volgograd and Kaliningrad 
have been great, but there 
is something very special 
about the Luzhniki. It is 
imposing and beautiful.

There are some stadiums 
that just stop you in your 
tracks. The Bird’s Nest in 
Beijing hypnotises you and 
the Luzhniki makes you 
stand back and admire.

Yesterday I went to the 
city observatory to view 
the stadium from a distance 
in the build-up to the Spain 
v Russia game. The frieze 
that celebrates Soviet 
athletes has been replaced 
with Fifa branding, which 
is a shame.

Afterwards I made my 
way into town for the 
second half and then 
extra-time and penalties. I 
am certain no one in 
Moscow would have got 
any sleep last night. 

England are still a long 
way from the Luzhniki, but 
it feels just a little closer.
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Back of the nyet

Not a 1970s prog rock 
band but apparently the 
driving force behind a 
reported 35 per cent 
increase in demand for 
waistcoats. Thanks to 
well-groomed Gareth, 
retailer Marks & 
Spencer – maker 
of the official 
England World 
Cup suit – is 
enjoying the 
fruits of 
what is 
called 
“reverse 
casualisation” 
– young people 
dressing 
smarter in 
response to 
their parents’ 
leisurewear. 
Just don’t get 
heatstroke, 
Gareth.

France’s win over 
Argentina was already a 
huge day for Benjamin 
Pavard (right) – who scored 
an exceptional goal – but it 
all got too much for the 
22-year-old the next day. 
TV programme Telefoot 
relayed a message from his 
parents who proudly told 
their tearful son “we are 
going through something 

amazing thanks to you”. 
What a lovely thing the 
World Cup can be. 

Arriving back home can be 
a mixed experience after 
exiting the World Cup 
early. South Korea’s squad 
were met in Incheon with a 
mildly annoyed hail of 
pillows and a single egg, 
but Panama – having 
scored a goal on their 
tournament debut – were 
given the full heroes’ 

welcome on reaching 
home soil. It is the taking 
part that counts after all.

Michel Platini 
(France)
Ballon d’Or wins: 3
Two semi-final spots 
was the furthest the 
Frenchman went.

Kevin Keegan 
(England)
Ballon d’Or wins: 2  
Played for England in 
a barren period. One 
WC game, in 1982.

Alfredo di Stefano 
(Argentina)
Ballon d’Or wins: 2  
Played for Argentina, 
Colombia and Spain. 
None of them won it.

Eusebio (Portugal)
Ballon d’Or wins: 1 
Played in the 1966 
semi-final against 
England. Nobby Stiles 
sorted him out.

Johan Cruyff 
(Holland)
Ballon d’Or wins: 3 
Runner-up twice with 
possibly the best team 
never to win the trophy.

Karl-Heinz 
Rummenigge 
(Germany)
Ballon d’Or wins: 2  
Three World Cups, two 
finals, no medal.

Ruud Gullit 
(Holland)
Ballon d’Or wins: 1  
Walked out on the 
1994 World Cup after a 
row over tactics.

Marco van Basten 
(Holland)
Ballon d’Or wins: 3 
Winning Euro 1988 was 
the highlight of his 
international career.

Lionel Messi 
(Argentina)
Ballon d’Or wins: 5
Runner-up in 2014, he 
was lucky to reach the 
last 16 this time.

Belgium’s Dries Mertens 
has an unusual incentive 
to find the net during the 
World Cup: free TVs for 

his friends. Electronics 
company 
Krefel has 
offered 

customers 
a full 
refund on 

newly bought sets if the 
side score 16 times. “My 

friends bought a TV, so  
I am thinking about 
that,” Mertens (left) 
said, but his side need 
another seven goals, 

and probably to 
make the final, 
for his mates  
to cash in.

Smart Southgate 
sets fashion trend 

Crying game for overwhelmed Pavard 

Panama secure their goal of a heroes’ return

Mertens targets net profit on free TVs
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  Ten greats who have never won the World Cup

Cristiano Ronaldo 
(Portugal)
Ballon d’Or wins: 5
Has now fallen short 
with his country at four 
tournaments.
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