
H aving travelled from 
Sochi to Kaliningrad 
by road in the past 

48 hours it was great to get 
out and about among the 
fans again in the build-up 
to the final day of group 
games. 

Victory Square in the 
centre of Kaliningrad was a 
vocal battle between 
England and Belgium fans 
exchanging songs, 
photographs and 
displaying their flags. 

As kick-off approached 
everyone made their way 
from the square to the 
stadium in various ways, 
on foot, in shuttle buses, 
taxi and, of course, many 
Belgians chose city bikes. 

This was the first time 
that I have seen a big  
group of England fans all 
together and last night’s 
game had a real party 
atmosphere about it. 

Today is the first rest  
day of the tournament. 
With no matches to watch 
it will be time to make  
my plans for the second 
phase of this wonderful 
World Cup.
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Back of the nyet

The rather laissez-faire 
approach to punditry of 
Mark Lawrenson is not to 
everyone’s tastes, it 
seems, but he does have 
his charming moments. 
While preparing to go on 
air with the BBC, 
presenter Dan Walker 
noted that Lawro was 
breaking in some fresh 
new trousers for the 
occasion – so fresh, in 
fact, that he had forgotten 
to take the price tag off. 
£30, in the current 
climate, is a bargain.

1. France 
Pound-for-pound, this 
anthem is as good as it 
gets. The original, and 
much imitated, European 
march-style has not been 
bettered. It is about 
courage and defiance in 
defending one’s nation 
against invaders, fighting 
to the last breath. It makes 
you want to grab a placard 
and a Gitanes hearing it.

2. Colombia 
Kicks off with a trumpet 
fanfare that sounds like it 
might be about to be the 
Rocky theme music. If 
anything, this is even more 
stirring. Loads of brass, 
punctuated by the person 
on the snare drum giving it 
all that and a bag of chips. 

3. Mexico 
Has a nice busy section in 
the middle where a piccolo 
takes flight. A glorious, 
confusing soup of sounds 
with a cheeky loud-soft 
intro that calls to mind 
being yapped at by an 
excitable chihuahua.

4. Brazil 
At their home World Cup, 
this anthem was intense 

and the trick of the crowd 
singing additional verse  
a cappella remains a 
premium experience.

5. Morocco 
Excellent opening, 
sounding like the 
beginnings of an epic 
battle, or possibly 
someone being chased 
across a sweeping 
landscape by villainous 
horse-riding types.

6. Portugal 
One of several anthems 
inspired by sticking it to 
the English – it was written 
as a protest song after the 
British threw their weight 
around regarding Angola. 
Best bit comes when it 
belts out what sounds like 
“Attacker!” Cristiano 
Ronaldo presumably 
thinks it is about him.

7. Panama 
Top work from canal lads 
and lasses. The anthem? 
Two words for you. French 
horns. A saucy number.

8. Poland 
Trumpets, cymbals, a jolly 
sort of a thing. Puts you in 

mind of having three cans 
of really strong, cold 
Polish lager and then a 
nice bit of sausage while 
sitting in a town square on 
a warm evening.

9. Germany 
Music was penned by 
Joseph Haydn, who was a 
top, top composer. Lyrics 
speak to an appropriately 
unshakeable self-
confidence, shall we call it, 
making The Bad Thing 
That Happened On 
Wednesday all the funnier.

10. Iceland 
Little country. Big anthem. 
Not quite as good as the 
Viking “Hoo!” thunderclap 
but then what is? Still 
scores maximum rating of 
five puffins out of five.

And the rest...
11. Costa Rica;   
12. Argentina; 13. Uruguay; 
14. Japan; 15. Russia;  
16. Serbia; 17. Peru;  
18. Denmark; 19. Senegal; 
20. Egypt; 21. Iran;  
22. Nigeria; 23. Tunisia;  
24. Croatia; 25. Sweden; 
26. South Korea; 27. Saudi 
Arabia; 28. England;  
29. Australia; 30. Spain; 31. 
Belgium; 32. Switzerland.

Lionel Messi’s emotional 
roller coaster of a World 
Cup – from missing a 
penalty against Iceland to 
scoring a delicate 
masterpiece against 
Nigeria – continues in 
Kazan. 

When he opens the 
curtains of his room at the 
Ramada hotel, he will be 
faced with a giant mural of 
Cristiano Ronaldo painted 
on the side of an apartment 

block. The World Cup has 
become a wry sitcom.

Marcos Rojo’s euphoria at 
having salvaged 
Argentina’s World Cup 
hopes against Nigeria on 
Tuesday may have been 
dampened slightly by the 
reaction of his own mother. 
Speaking to an Argentine 
TV channel, Carina Rojo 
admitted that she did not 
recognise the goalscorer at 
first “because the kick was 

right-footed, and he only 
uses the right foot to 
support himself, so we did 
not think it was Marcos”.

Morocco’s football 
federation yesterday sent 
Fifa president Gianni 
Infantino a letter of 
complaint along with a 
comprehensive list of 
“arbitral errors”, a highly-
detailed rundown of 

perceived refereeing 
injustices they feel that 
they suffered through the 
tournament, together with 
the minute in which they 
occurred. Gianni will get 
back to you in due course, 
messieurs.

What Lawro will 
pay for trousers

Messi cannot escape Ronaldo anywhere

Rojo’s right-foot winner fools his mother

If you are a sore loser, be a thorough one too

From Moroccan roll to Panama sauce, which anthem is best? 
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