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O n my last day in 
Samara, I visited the 
Cosmos Museum, 

dedicated to Soviet-Russian 
space exploration. At the 
entrance is a full-sized 
Soyuz rocket designed in 
Samara, which is a centre 
for “Progress Design”. 
Soyuz rockets are used by 
Russian and American 
space programmes to put 
satellites into orbit. 

Outside the museum 
were a few England fans, 
filling their time between 
quarter-final and semi-
final. Most of the fans are 
already in Moscow. The 
few who remain, along 
with myself, are about to 
leave, not on a bullet train 
developed from space-age 
technology, but in a 
third-class sleeper. 

We are all fuelled with 
excitement. England 
appear to be so mentally 
strong at the moment, I 
believe they could take on 
anybody. Just like the 
cosmonauts taking steps 
into the unknown, England 
will need nerves of steel 
from now on.
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Back of the nyet

John Stones, the England 
defender who has scored 
more World Cup goals 
than Wayne Rooney, is in 
dreamland. When asked 
how his first World Cup 
was going, he said: “It’s 
gone so quick, and you 
don’t realise what’s 
happening back home 
and what stage we’re at, 
to be honest. To get to a 
semi-final is something 
I’ve never dreamed of.” 
Stones (below) paused 
and then added: “Tell a 
lie, I have dreamed about 
it. I have dreamed 
but never thought 
I would get the 
chance to play in a 
World Cup or 
even play for 
England.” Let us 
hope he starts 
dreaming 
about the 
final, too.

“Football’s coming home” 
has been sung, shouted and 
tweeted across the nation 
and our politicians are now 
involved. The award for 
most exuberant rendition 
goes to Ed Miliband who, 
while dressed in full 
town-crier regalia, yelled 
down the microphone to 
BBC Radio 2 listeners: 
“Oyez, oyez. It’s coming 

home. England, Croatia, 
Wednesday, 7pm. Don your 
waistcoats and dare to 
dream. It’s coming home.”

If we needed any more 
evidence that the nation 
has completely lost its 
marbles, Good Morning 
Britain’s Kate Garraway 
provided it. She appeared 
on camera lying on a desk, 
wearing a Southgate 
waistcoat, with her legs in 
the air. “You may wonder 
what the heck I’m doing. 
It’s called ‘Kyling’”, she 
said, in honour of the pose 

struck by a cramp-ridden 
Kyle Walker after the 
penalty shoot-out against 
Colombia.

No transfer is official these 
days without an over-
elaborate welcome video, 
and Jack Wilshere to West 
Ham was no different. The 
30-second Twitter clip 

starts with a shot of a man 
flagging down a cab at 
Arsenal station. But we do 

not see his identity. That 
would give it away. A man 
in a suit exits and walks 
into the London Stadium. 
Gone is the suit, and on is a 
West Ham shirt – with 
Wilshere on the back. A 
smiling Jack turns around 
and laughs. Happy days.

Stones is living 
the dream 

Political football

‘Kyling’ is officially a thing

Jack’s back
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England’s home-born players at World Cups:  
where do they come from? 

Bedfordshire 1

Berkshire 2Bristol 2

Buckinghamshire 1

Cambridgeshire 1

Cheshire 7

Cornwall 2

County Durham 18
Cumbria 4

Derbyshire 3

Devon 2
East Sussex 1

Gloucestershire 1

Kent 2

Hampshire 10

Hertfordshire 9

W Midlands 8

Sta�ordshire 8

Tyne and Wear 9

Su�olk 9Leicestershire 9

Lincolnshire 6

Lancashire 24

Greater Manchester 23

Yorkshire 40

Surrey 2

Oxfordshire 3

Norfolk 3
Nottinghamshire 7

Shropshire 1

Northamptonshire 1
Warwickshire 4

Northumberland 12

London 62

Merseyside 28
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