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H ere is the drawing  
I did not want to 
make. The fans 

stayed behind in the stands 
after the game with the 
players and Gareth 
Southgate on the pitch.

They applauded, sang 
and showed their respect 
for each other. When was 
the last time an England 
manager and team were so 
loved? So this image of the 
coliseum-style Luzhniki 
Stadium will stay in my 
mind for a long time.

It has been a day to 
reflect on a wonderful 
World Cup for England, 
who won the hearts of 
everyone here by the  
way they grew into this 
tournament. I am still hurt 
by the result, but also 
proud to have been here to 
witness it. 

This England football 
team have made me feel 
that anything is possible. 
Only football can do this.
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I was at the Luzhniki Stadium in 
Moscow on Wednesday night 
and there were times when, 

despite wanting England to win, I 
found myself standing to applaud 
Luka Modric.

The Croatian captain is a simply 
magical footballer who runs every 
game he plays in. His range of 
passing is exceptional and as 
Croatia wrestled back control of 
the semi-final it was largely his 
doing. Every flick, every pass has 
a purpose and is designed to 
create space.

He excelled once again despite 
having so much pressure on his 
shoulders. He carries the Croatian 
team and despite being, at 32, one 
of the oldest players on the pitch, 
he found an extra gear just when 
his side needed it.

England simply could not get 

near him. If they dropped off he 
killed them with a perfect pass, 
and if they got too tight he spun 
the ball past them and took them 
out of the game.

Above all, Modric is an 
incredibly brave player. I don’t 
mean that physically, but in the 
football sense when bravery 
means being available for the ball 
in tight situations, taking 
responsibility and easing the 
weight on your team-mates. 

There has been no finer 
midfielder in the tournament and 
I believe it is between Modric and 
Kylian Mbappe for player of the 
tournament. 

The smart money might be on 
Mbappe but I wouldn’t rule 
Modric out from having the final 
say on Sunday.

What makes it even more 
remarkable is that he is doing so 
with the looming shadow of the 
Zdravko Mamic case back in 
Croatia hanging over him. 

Back in May, Modric was 
charged with perjury for his 

evidence at the trial of Mamic, the 
former Dynamo Zagreb director 

who faced charges of tax fraud. I 
gather it has threatened to drive a 
wedge between players and fans, 
but Modric has performed despite 
it all. What a player.

 

Visit liontrust.co.uk  
for more details

Liontrust is a specialist 
fund management 
group that takes pride  
in its distinct culture. 
It focuses on areas of 
investment in which 
it has expertise and 
its fund managers are 
independent thinkers 
with the courage of 
their convictions in 
making investment 
decisions. Each fund 
management team 
applies distinct 
investment processes  
to the management 
of funds and portfolios  
that ensure how  
they manage money  
is both predictable  
and repeatable.
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A L E X  S CO T T ’ S 
Hero of the semi-finals

Luka Modric the 
complete master

Top of the world:  Luka Modric was 
in stunning form against England
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