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RESEARCH PARTICIPANT CONSENT FORM: semi-structured interview
Primary science assessment: the TAPS project

May 2016 – May 2018

Purpose of Research 
The purpose of this research is to find out more about the social processes that affect the adoption of new ideas in primary schools, with particular reference to the content of the TAPS pyramid.
Specific Procedures 
The researcher will conduct a semi-structured interview which will take 30-45 minutes to complete. 

During the interview, she will ask questions to help identify and evaluate the opportunities you have had to discuss assessment practice in primary science with colleagues at work.
An audio recording will be made of the interview to permit the researcher to pay close attention to the participant’s responses during the interview, and to produce a transcript. 
Risks 
All data gathered during this interview will be assigned a numerical code so that your name does not appear anywhere in the analysis. No one other than the researcher has access to these codes, and the data will be destroyed once the collection and analysis has been completed. Any use of the data gathered in the researcher’s final PhD thesis or research articles will be anonymized. 
Benefits 
Your participation will help us to understand how new ideas about assessment practice are communicated between staff in primary school settings.  
Compensation 
There is no compensation for participating in the research.
Injury or Illness 
Bath Spa University will not provide medical treatment or financial compensation if you are injured or become ill as a result of participating in this research project. This does not waive any of your legal rights nor release any claim you might have, based on negligence. 
Confidentiality 
Printed interview transcripts will be stored in a locked cabinet in a private office and assigned a numerical code, the key for which will be kept separately. Electronic data will be kept in a password-protected folder on the researcher’s laptop. Records will be de-identified once the interviews have been transcribed by the researcher. Any quotations from transcripts in published material resulting from the research will be given a pseudonym (false name) so that the participant cannot be identified. No future research is planned at this time utilizing the data gathered during this research. The project’s research records may be reviewed by departments at Bath Spa University responsible for regulatory and research oversight.
Voluntary Nature of Participation 
You do not have to participate in this research project. If you do agree to participate, you can withdraw at any time in the future by contacting the researcher.
Contact Information 
If you have any questions about this research, you can contact Isabel Hopwood-Stephens at i.hopwood-stephens@bathspa.ac.uk. If you have concerns about how you have been treated as a participant, please contact the ethics board at Bath Spa University at l.harrison@bathspa.ac.uk.
Documentation of Informed Consent
*I have had the opportunity to read this consent form and have the research study explained. 

*I have had the opportunity to ask questions about the research project and my questions have been                       answered. 

*I give informed consent for my participation in the research project described above. 

*I understand that I have the right to withdraw at any time.

*I will be posted a copy of this consent form after I sign it.

__________________________________________                           ________________________

Participant’s signature                                                                           Date

__________________________________________                          

Participant’s name

__________________________________________                           _________________________

Researcher’s signature                                                                             Date
Informed Consent Form: Stage 3 interview participants               
I Hopwood-Stephens Jan – Mar 2018
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