
There was a feeling of 
“the day after the 
Lords Mayor’s Show” 

in Kaliningrad yesterday. 
Belgian, English and 
Russian fans had partied 
late into the night and it 
was a fine line between 
raucous fun and messy 
behaviour. 

The three games that 
Kaliningrad hosted have 
undoubtedly made an 
impression on the city and 
its people, who have never 
seen this kind of 
participation. Thursday’s 
fixture was the one the 
authorities were the most 
worried about and yet 
there has been great 
openness. What stood out 
for me most was the 
friendliness between 
everyone here of all 
nationalities.

Kaliningrad’s 
involvement as a host city 
is now over. And for the 
first time in two weeks the 
clouds were grey and a 
solitary Belgian flag hung 
from a window in the 
Soviet-style Kaliningrad 
Hotel telling its own story.
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Back of the nyet

Marcelo was substituted 
against Serbia because of 
injury and is a doubt for 
their knockout game 
with Mexico. The Brazil 
doctor has a theory about 
why. “Maybe the mattress 
on which he was sleeping 
in Moscow was softer and 
this can cause a back 
problem, we will see how 
it progresses,” he said. 
Presumably this same 
doctor will be quick to 
question why the 
cleaning maid in their 
next hotel looks so much 
like Javier Hernandez. 
Sabotage!

There’s been plenty of 
skulduggery in this World 
Cup but Poland manager 
Adam Nawalka did not 
even attempt to hide his 
not-very-subtle time-
wasting technique while 
holding on to a 1-0 lead 
over Japan. With seconds 
remaining of the match, he 
could be clearly seen 
instructing Kamil Grosicki 
to “remember” he had 
cramp, in order that the 
game could stop and a 

substitute could come on. 
Poland could not even 
qualify. A top wind-up.

Many of us will have 
struggled without our 
daily fix of World Cup 
matches yesterday and, 
for those who were 
actually involved in the 
tournament, it must be 
even worse. Iceland 
manager Heimir 

Hallgrimsson has found a 
way to pass the idle days 
by volunteering to referee 
a youth tournament at 
his local club, now that he 
no longer has to 
mastermind world football 
domination. He is also a 
dentist in real life.

In the world of 
Colombian football 
commentary, 
Javier Fernandez 
announced 
Yerry Mina’s 
winning goal 
against 
Senegal by 
unleashing 

the word “goal” for 
an entire 27 seconds. 
His previous 

tournament record 
is said to 

be 22 
seconds. 
Over to 
you, Clive 
Tyldesley.

Brazil doctor goes 
to the mattresses

Early exit fails to curb Poles’ skulduggery 
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Colombia revel in long-winded winner

Rotation game: How do England compare to their  
World Cup rivals when it comes to changing players?WORLD 

CUP 
DIARY
JJ BULL

Croatia
Belgium
England
Germany
Poland
Argentina
France
Tunisia
South Korea
Saudi Arabia
Colombia
Japan
Uruguay
Iceland
Russia
Costa Rica
Denmark
Iran
Morocco
Panama
Peru
Portugal
Senegal
Serbia
Nigeria
Spain
Egypt
Switzerland
Australia
Brazil
Mexico
Sweden

10
9
9
9
9

8
8
8

7
7

6
6
6

5
5

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

3
3

2
2

1
1
1
1

23
21
21
21
21

20
20
20
20
20

19
19
19
19

18
18
18
18
18
18

17
17
17
17
17
17

16
16
16
16
16

15

Tunisia
Belgium
Croatia
England
Poland
Costa Rica
France
Germany
Panama
Saudi Arabia
Argentina
Colombia
South Korea
Morocco
Denmark
Iceland
Japan
Mexico
Senegal
Serbia
Brazil
Peru
Russia
Spain
Sweden
Uruguay
Egypt
Iran
Nigeria
Portugal
Switzerland
Australia

Group stage total players usedGroup stage total line-up changes

28 ***     Saturday 30 June 2018 The Daily Telegraph


