
The football is back 
and there is a 
scramble for tickets. 

Moscow is pretty empty of 
fans – either they have 
gone home or are en route 
to the quarter-finals, all of 
which are taking place 
outside the capital. 

Train stations and 
ticketing centres have 
queues of people making 
plans, booking trains and 
collecting tickets. For each 
match ticket you buy, you 
must present a Fan ID. 

I have not seen an active 
black market until now –
and it is right outside the 
official Fifa ticket centre at 
Dobryninskaya Metro. In 
front of the authorities, I 
observed fans collect their 
tickets from the ticket 
office while running the 
gauntlet of touts. 

I joined the exodus and 
took one more 20-hour 
train journey, from 
Moscow to Samara.
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Back of the nyet

Flu: the most convenient
of vague illnesses to get
out of going to work, as
the 21-year-old younger
brother of one of our
affable heroes-in-waiting 
likely will attest. As the 
lowly, National League 
squad members of  
Chesterfield began the
onerous task of gaining
match fitness, their
infamously unorthodox
new coach, Martin Allen,
gave one player leeway.
Harry Maguire’s brother,
one of three siblings
making their way in the
echelons of English 
football, has been 
allowed to travel to 
the World Cup, with 
Allen declaring: 
“Laurence (below left) 
has unfortunately picked 
up Russian flu.”

“Putting my 
neck on the line, 
but if England 
get to the 
quarter-finals 
with that squad, 
I will get the 
23-man squad 
tattooed on me,” 
tweeted fan Dan 
Welch back in 
May, setting his 
World Cup 
expectations 
rather low.
Naturally, he is a 

man of his word 
and had each 
player’s name 
inked on to his 
thigh, plus that 
of manager 
Gareth 
Southgate. He 
has surely 
become the only 
man on the 
planet to have a 
tattoo that 
includes Burnley 
goalkeeper Nick 
Pope.

It has been a long World 
Cup for those covering the 
tournament in Russia and 
minds may be drifting to a 
return to Blighty. 
Jonathan Pearce, 
commentating on Brazil v 
Belgium last night, may be 

one of those yearning for 
all things domestic. As the 
teams walked on to the 
pitch the BBC’s caller 
described the match as the 
FA Cup quarter-final, 
which would seem unfair 
on the stars involved.

Add another thing to 
England’s list of worries 
against Sweden: 
timewasting. US analytics 
website FiveThirtyEight 
has researched how long 
each World Cup side has 
taken to perform routine 
tasks such as throw-ins, 
goal-kicks, corner-kicks, 
free-kicks and 
substitutions. In doing so, 
they found that the 
Swedes, on average, have 
taken six seconds longer to 

get the game going while 
they are winning than the 
tournament average. If 
England are chasing the 
game in Samara, be 
prepared to get very 
frustrated.

Maguire Jr pulls a 
sickie in style

The thigh’s the limit for England fan Dan

Pearce dreaming of home 

Swedes have too much time on their hands
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